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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PEPR, MASS, TU, CY, GR 

SUBJECT: EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN PROPOSALS: PRESS COVERAGE 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF ARTICLE BY MICHAEL GETLER THAT 
APPEARED IN THE WASHINGTON POST APRIL 30: 

BEGIN QUOTE: KEY TO CYPRUS SEEN IN ANKARA, ATHENS. 
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THE WALLS OF THE PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE ON THE TURKISH 
SIDE OF THIS DIVIDED ISLAND ARE LINED WITH PICTURES OF 
MASS GRAVES AND "GREEK ATROCITIES" ALLEGEDLY CARRIED OUT 
DURING THE PERIODIC OUTBURSTS OF VIOLENCE THAT HAVE MARK- 
ED THE PAST TWO DECADES HERE. 

ON THE GREEK SIDE OF THE CAPITAL CITY, THE INFORMATION 
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OFFICE MESSAGE IS MORE SUBTLE. BOOKS ON "TURKISH 
ATROCITIES" ARE UNDER THE COUNTER. BUT HERE THEY PREFER 
TO SPEAK MORE OPENLY ABOUT "COLONIZATION", OR THE INFLUX 
OF MAINLAND TURKS FROM THE BACKWARD ANATOLIA REGION, WHO 
ARE BEING SHIPPED HERE TO HELP POPULATE THE TURKISH- 
CYPRIOT SECTION OF THE ISLAND. 

THE PICTURES AND THE PAMPHLETS ON BOTH SIDES REFLECT WHAT 
IS AN OVERWHELMING ELEMENT OF THE CYPRUS PROBLEM - A 

LARGE AND DEEP-SEATED DOSE OF HATRED AND DERISION ON BOTH 
SIDES. 

THE PROBLEM, HOWEVER, IS NOT JUST LIMITED TO THE DIFFI- 
CULTIES BETWEEN THE LEADERS OE THE ISLAND'S ROUGHLY 
515,000 GREEK CYPRIOTS AND THE 120,000 OR SO TURKISH- 
CYPRIOTS. 

IT HAS BROUGHT GREECE AND TURKEY - TWO NATO ALLIES - TO 
THE BRINK OF WAR, SPLIT APART THE SOUTHERN FLANK OF NATO 
ALONG THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN, DAMAGED AMERICAN RELA- 
TIONS WITH BOTH COUNTRIES AND DARKENED THE CAREER OE 
FORMER SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY KISSINGER. 

IF THERE IS EVER TO BE A SOLUTION TO THE BITTERNESS AND 
WHAT SINCE 1974 HAS BEEN THE COMPLETE SEPARATION OF THE 
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ISLAND INTO TWO CAMPS, IT WILL, IN THE VIEW OF SOME EX- 
PIERENCED DIPLOMATS IN THE REGION, HAVE TO COME ABOUT 
THROUGH BOTH ATHENS AND ANKARA REACHING THE CONCLUSION 
THAT THEIR OWN SELF-INTERESTS DEMAND A SOLUTION. 

UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS, PRESSURE ON ONE SIDE RATHER 
THAN BOTH, OR EEFORTS TO RECONVENE TALKS BETWEEN THE TWO 
COMMUNITIES ARE NOT LIKELY TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM UNDER 
PRESENT CONDITIONS, IN THIS VIEW. INTERVIEWS WITH 
OFFICIALS IN THE REGION, MOREOVER, YIELD NO CAUSE FOR 
OPTIMISM. 

IN MID-I974, A GROUP OF GREEK OFFICERS SUPPORTED BY THE 
ATHENS MILITARY REGIME AND FAVORING UNION OF CYPRUS WITH 
GREECE OVERTHREW THE CYPRIOT GOVERNMENT OE ARCHBISHOP 
MAKARIOS. THE COUP PROVOKED AN INVASION BY TURKEY IN 
THE NAME OF PROTECTING THE TURKISH-CYPRIOT POPULATION. 

THE INVASION IN TURN LED TO THE COLLAPSE OF THE MILITARY 
REGIME. A SECOND TURKISH INVASION A MONTH LATER SOLIDI- 
FIED TURKISH CONTROL OVER ALMOST 40 PERCENT OF CYPRUS 
THOUGH THE TURKISH-CYPRIOT POPULATION IS ONLY 18 PERCENT. 
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THE U.S. CONGRESS SLAPPED AN ARMS EMBARGO AGAINST TURKEY 
FOR USING U.S. WEAPONS IN ITS INVASION TRYING TO PRESSURE 
ANKARA TO WITHDRAW ITS FORCES AND MAKE CONCESSIONS ON A 
SETTLEMENT. TURKEY HAS REFUSED, ARGUING THAT THE UNITED 
STATES SELLS WEAPONS ALL OVER THE WORLD AND THAT TURKEY 
IS THE ONLY ALLY EVER PUNISHED, AN ARGUMENT THAT HAS 
TAKEN ON ADDED WEIGHT SINCE THE ISRAELI INVASION OF 
SOUTHERN LEBANON LAST MONTH. 

PRESIDENT CARTER, IN AN EFFORT TO SHORE UP NATO AND 

PERHAPS MAKE IT EASIER FOR THE TURKS TO MAKE NEW PROPOSALS 
WITHOUT BEING VIEWED AT HOME AS KNUCKLING UNDER TO PRES- 
SURE, IS SEEKING TO LIFT THE EMBARGO. 
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THE TURKS DID SUBMIT NEW PROPOSALS BUT THEY ARE WIDELY 
VIEWED AS OFFERING NEXT TO NOTHING. NOW, A NEW SITUATION 
IS EVOLVING THAT COULD BACKFIRE ON EVERYBODY. 

IN THE VIEW OF EXPERIENCED OFFICIALS IN THIS REGION, THE 
GREEK CYPRIOTS WILL NEVER GET WHAT THEY WANT FROM THE 
TURKS VIA NEGOTIATIONS, SO THEY TEND NOT TO WANT TO NEGO- 
TIATE. MOREOVER THE GREEK CYPRIOTS, WITH 80 PERCENT OF 
THE POPULATION, WILL NEVER ACCEPT TWO FEDERATED STATES, 
SUPPOSEDLY LINKED UNDER ONE GOVERNMENT, BUT WITH EQUAL 
POWER. 

THE TURKS, ON THE OTHER HAND, ALREADY HAVE WHAT THEY 
WANT, SO THEY DON'T WANT TO NEGOTIATE. THE TURKS WILL 
NEVER BE CONTENT WITH GREEK GUARANTEES OF SECURITY FOR 
TURKISH CYPRIOTS. 

THE TURKS, WHO HAVE NOT DONE WELL WITH PUBLIC RELATIONS, 
FEEL ISOLATED INTERNATIONALLY, WITH NO BIG LOBBY IN 
WASHINGTON NOR MUCH AID FROM ANYBODY. 

THE PRACTICAL EFFECTS OF PUBLIC RELATIONS SKILL ARE ALSO 
APPARENT IN THE CURRENT BATTLE OVER THE ARMS EMBARGO. 

THE GREEKS HAVE BEEN CAREFUL NOT TO APPEAR TOO INTRANSI- 
GENT AND THUS ALIENATE THEIR CONSIDERABLE AND TRADITIONAL 
SUPPORTERS IN CONGRESS. WHILE THE GREEK CYPRIOT LEADERS 
HAVE TOTALLY REJECTED THE TURKISH PROPOSALS, THEY HAVE 
NOT SLAMMED THE DOOR ON UN SECRETARY GENERAL KURT WALD- 
HEIM, WHO HAS YET TO DECIDE WHETHER TO RECOMMEND THAT 
THOSE PROPOSALS FORM THE BASIS FOR NEW TALKS BETWEEN 
TURKS AND GREEKS IN CYPRUS. 
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TURKS, ON THE OTHER HAND, MAY HAVE MADE A FATAL MISREAD- 
ING OE CONGRESS BY CONCLUDING THAT ANY KIND OE PROPOSALS 
WOULD DO IN ORDER TO CREATE THE IMAGE OF PROGRESS. AS 
THE DETAILS OF THE TURKISH PROPOSALS SINK IN AT CAPITALS 
AROUND THE WORLD AND IN CONGRESS, HOWEVER, THEIR THINNESS 
IS BECOMING MORE APPARENT, IN THE VIEW OE VETERAN OFFIC- 
IALS. 

THE END RESULT OF ALL THIS MIGHT MEAN ONE MORE CYPRUS 
CASUALTY. 

IF THE EMBARGO IS NOT LIFTED, THEN THE TURKS WILL BE 
STILL MORE ALIENATED FROM THE UNITED STATES AND NATO. 

THE GREEKS WILL HAVE WON A BATTLE IN CONGRESS WITHOUT GAIN- 
ING ANY CONCRETE RESULT ON CYPRUS. IF THE EMBARGO IS 
LIFTED, TURKEY WILL BE HAPPY AND GREECE WOULD LIKELY 
EXPERIENCE ANOTHER - THIS TIME STRONGER WAVE OF ANTI- 
AMERICANISM. 

THE ONLY MAN WHO CAN COME TO THE RESCUE, IN THE VIEW 
WIDELY HELD AMONG DIPLOMATS, IS TURKISH PREMIER BULENT 
ECEVIT, IF HE SUBMITS MORE FAR-REACHING PROPOSALS AND 
CONCESSIONS BEEORE THE CONGRESSIONAL VOTE. CHRISTOPHER 
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